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H.E. Kersti Kaljulaid 
President of the Republic of Estonia and Co-Chair of the High-Level 
Steering Group for EWEC 
 
Kersti Kaljulaid graduated from the University of Tartu in 1992 in the field of 
genetics in the Faculty of Natural Sciences and completed master's studies in the 
Faculty of Economics and Business Administration in 2001. 
 
From 1994 to 1999, she worked in various Estonian companies: first, as the sales 
manager of telephone switchboards in Eesti Telefon, later in Hoiupank Markets and 
Hansapank Markets as an associate in investment banking. 
 
From 1999 to 2002, Kersti Kaljulaid was Prime Minister Mart Laar's Economic 
Advisor. Her duties included the organisation of cooperation of the Office of the 
Prime Minister with Estonian central bank, the Ministry of Finance and ministries 
that had larger budgets, as well as coordination of relations with the International 
Monetary Fund and other financial institutions (European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development, Nordic Investment Bank and World Bank).  
 
From 2002 to 2004, Kersti Kaljulaid was the CFO and CEO of the Iru Power Plant 
of state-owned energy company Eesti Energia. 
 
From 2004 to 2016 she was a Member of the European Court of Auditors. From 
2004 to 2006 Kersti Kaljulaid organised the financial audit of the research and 
development funds of the budget of the European Union and from 2007 to 2010 
she was responsible for the audit of the Structural Policies. From 2004 to 2007, she 
was the auditor of the Galileo project of the European Union. From 2010 to 2016 
she coordinated the preparation of the Annual Report and State of Assurance of the 
European Court of Auditors. From 2005 to 2007, she was a member of the Europol 
Audit Committee and chaired the committee in 2007. From 2006 to 2008, she was 
the chair of the Administrative Affairs Committee of the Court of Auditors. From 
2010 to 2014, she was responsible for the methodology and preparation of the 
Annual Report of the Court of Auditors. In 2016, she worked in the field of the 
agriculture audit. 
 
In addition, Kersti Kaljulaid was a member of the Supervisory Board of the Estonian 
Genome Center from 2001 to 2004. She was also a member of the Advisory Board 
of the University of Tartu from 2009 to 2011 and the Council Chair of the University 
of Tartu from 2012 to 2016. Kersti Kaljulaid has been a co-author of the 
social-political radio talk show Keskpäevatund (Midday Hour) in radio station Kuku 
from 2002 to 2004 and the editor of the Eurominutid (Euro-minutes) radio show 
from 2007 to 2016 in the same station. 
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António Guterres  
United Nations Secretary-General and Senior Co-Chair of the High-Level 
Steering Group for Every Woman Every Child 
 
António Guterres, the ninth Secretary-General of the United Nations, took office on 
1st January 2017. Having witnessed the suffering of the most vulnerable people on 
earth, in refugee camps and in war zones, the Secretary-General is determined to 
make human dignity the core of his work, and to serve as a peace broker, a 
bridge-builder and a promoter of reform and innovation. 
 
Prior to his appointment as Secretary-General, Mr. Guterres served as United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees from June 2005 to December 2015, 
heading one of the world’s foremost humanitarian organizations during some of the 
most serious displacement crises in decades. The conflicts in Syria and Iraq, and 
the crises in South Sudan, the Central African Republic and Yemen, led to a huge 
rise in UNHCR’s activities as the number of people displaced by conflict and 
persecution rose from 38 million in 2005 to over 60 million in 2015. 
 
Before joining UNHCR, Mr. Guterres spent more than 20 years in government and 
public service. He served as prime minister of Portugal from 1995 to 2002, during 
which time he was heavily involved in the international effort to resolve the crisis in 
East Timor. 
 
As president of the European Council in early 2000, he led the adoption of the 
Lisbon Agenda for growth and jobs, and co-chaired the first European Union-Africa 
summit. He was a member of the Portuguese Council of State from 1991 to 2002. 
 
Mr. Guterres was elected to the Portuguese Parliament in 1976 where he served as 
a member for 17 years. During that time, he chaired the Parliamentary Committee 
for Economy, Finance and Planning, and later the Parliamentary Committee for 
Territorial Administration, Municipalities and Environment. He was also leader of his 
party’s parliamentary group. 
 
From 1981 to 1983, Mr. Guterres was a member of the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe, where he chaired the Committee on Demography, Migration 
and Refugees. 
 
For many years Mr. Guterres was active in the Socialist International, a worldwide 
organization of social democratic political parties. He was the group’s 
vice-president from 1992 to 1999, co-chairing the African Committee and later the 
Development Committee. He served as President from 1999 until mid-2005. In 
addition, he founded the Portuguese Refugee Council as well as the Portuguese 
Consumers Association DECO, and served as president of the Centro de Acção 
Social Universitário, an association carrying out social development projects in poor 
neighbourhoods of Lisbon, in the early 1970s. 
 
Mr. Guterres is a member of the Club of Madrid, a leadership alliance of democratic 
former presidents and prime ministers from around the world. 
Mr. Guterres was born in Lisbon in 1949 and graduated from the Instituto Superior 
Técnico with a degree in engineering. He is fluent in Portuguese, English, French 
and Spanish. He is married to Catarina de Almeida Vaz Pinto, Deputy Mayor for 
Culture of Lisbon, and has two children, a stepson and three grandchildren. 
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Rt. Hon. Helen Clark  
Former Prime Minister of New Zealand and Board Chair of the Partnership 
for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health (PMNCH) 
 
Helen Clark was Prime Minister of New Zealand for three successive terms from 
1999–2008. She was the first woman to become Prime Minister following a General 
Election in New Zealand and the second woman to serve as Prime Minister. 
 
Throughout her tenure as Prime Minister and as a Member of Parliament over 27 
years, Helen Clark engaged widely in policy development and advocacy across the 
international affairs, economic, social, environmental, and cultural spheres. She 
advocated strongly for a comprehensive programme on sustainability for New 
Zealand and for tackling the challenges of climate change. She was an active 
leader of her country’s foreign relations, engaging in a wide range of international 
issues.  
 
In April 2009, Helen Clark became Administrator of the United Nations 
Development Programme. She was the first woman to lead the organisation, and 
served two terms there. At the same time, she was Chair of the United Nations 
Development Group, a committee consisting of all UN funds, programmes, 
agencies, and departments working on development issues. As Administrator, she 
led UNDP to be ranked the most transparent global development organisation. She 
completed her tenure in April 2017. 
 
Helen Clark came to the role of Prime Minister after an extensive parliamentary and 
ministerial career. Prior to entering the New Zealand Parliament, Helen Clark taught 
in the Political Studies Department of the University of Auckland, from which she 
earlier graduated with her BA and MA (Hons) degrees. 
 
Helen continues to speak widely and be a strong voice on sustainable 
development, climate action, gender equality and women’s leadership, peace and 
justice, and action on non-communicable diseases and on HIV. She serves on a 
number of advisory boards and commissions, including in the capacity of Chair of 
the Advisory Board of UNESCO’s Global Education Monitoring Report. In June 
2019, she assumed the Chairpersonship of the Extractive Industries Transparency 
Initiative. 
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H.E. Julie Payette 
Governor General and Commander-in-Chief of Canada 
 
Before becoming Governor General, Julie Payette was an astronaut, engineer, 
scientific broadcaster and corporate director. From 1992 to 2013, Ms. Payette 
worked as an astronaut and flew two missions in space. She also served many 
years as CAPCOM (Capsule Communicator) at NASA’s Mission Control Center in 
Houston, Texas, and was Chief Astronaut for the Canadian Space Agency. 
 
She is well respected for her work in developing policies to promote science and 
technology. From 2011 to 2013, she worked as a scholar at the Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars in Washington, D.C., and was appointed scientific 
authority for Quebec in the United States. Between July 2013 and October 2016, 
she served as Chief Operating Officer of the Montréal Science Centre. 
 
Ms. Payette is active in multiple facets of the community. She has produced several 
scientific outreach short programs on Radio-Canada and is a member of McGill 
University’s Faculty of Engineering Advisory Board. She has served on the boards 
of the Montréal Science Centre Foundation, Robotique FIRST Québec, Drug Free 
Kids Canada, and the Montreal Bach Festival. She has long served on the board of 
Own The Podium, a granting organization dedicated to high performance sport in 
Canada, and was recently appointed to the International Olympic Committee 
Women in Sport Commission. She has served as a director of Développement 
Aéroport Saint-Hubert de Longueuil and of the National Bank of Canada. 
 
Ms. Payette is a member of the Ordre des ingénieurs du Québec and a fellow of the 
International Academy of Astronautics. She obtained an International 
Baccalaureate from the United World College of the Atlantic in the United Kingdom, 
a Bachelor of Electrical Engineering from McGill University and a Master of Applied 
Science in Computer Engineering from the University of Toronto. In addition, Ms. 
Payette can converse in six languages, holds a commercial pilot license and is an 
administratrice de sociétés certifiée (ASC is equivalent to the Institute of Corporate 
Directors, Director [ICD.D] designation). 
 
The recipient of many distinctions and 28 honorary doctorates, Ms. Payette was 
first invested into the Order of Canada in 2010, and is a Knight of the Ordre national 
du Québec. 
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H.E. Epsy Campbell Barr 
Vice President of Costa Rica 
 
Epsy Campbell Barr is the current Vice President of the Republic of Costa Rica 
(2018- 2022), the first Afro-descendant woman in front of this high position in the 
American continent, Afro-Costa Rican leader, two times representative to the 
Congress of Costa Rica (2002- 2006; 2014-2018) and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
(2018). 
 
She has been recognized by Forbes Magazine as one of the most powerful women 
Latin America and the Caribbean (2019); by “Estrategias & Negocios” Magazine as 
one of the most influential women in the region (2019); by the the African 
Renaissance and the Diaspora Network (ARDN) as one the most relevant 
Afro-descendants leaders in the American continent (2019); and by the 
Organization Most Influential People of African descent (MIPAD) as one of the most 
important women around the world. 
 
Before becoming Vice President, she was a human rights activist on issues related 
to women, indigenous peoples, afro-descendants, human development, social 
inclusion and the environment. 
 
She was coordinator of the Afro-Latin American Women and Afro-Caribbean 
Network; coordinator of the Women’s Forum for Integration in Central America; 
founding member of the Afro-Costa Rican Women’s Center and international 
consultant. She was the promoter of the approval in Costa Rica of the 
Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination and Related 
Intolerance (2016); member of the Committee who prepared the “Human 
Development Report for Latin America and the Caribbean Multidimensional 
Progress ” (2016) coordinated by UNDP; director of more than fifteen international 
investigations and author of 20 publications on social inclusion. 
Mrs. Campbell has participated in different universities and international seminars 
organized by intergovernmental and multilateral organizations, as well as public 
institutions, electoral institutes and political parties. 
 
She graduated as an economist and has two masters degrees: one in International 
Cooperation for Development and another in Advanced Management Techniques 
and Political Decision. 
 
In her role as Vice President of the Republic of Costa Rica, she works in the 
implementation of “Franja de Desarrollo” to promote greater human development in 
the north border.  
 
She is also in charge of the National Plan for Economic Empowerment and 
Leadership of Women, with the objective of reducing gender gaps and generating 
greater opportunities. 
 
Vice President Campbell works on Costa Rica’s national and international 
commitments for the fulfillment of the International Decade of People of African 
Descent and she promotes initiatives and strategies in favor of this population. 
 
 



 

 

H.E. Awa Marie Coll-Seck 
Minister of State to the President of the Republic of Senegal 
 
Before being nominated Minister of State to the President of Senegal, Awa Marie 
Coll-Seck served as Minister of Health and Welfare from 2012 to 2017 and Minister 
of Health and Prevention from 2001 to 2003. 
 
At the International level, she was Executive Director of the Roll Back Malaria 
Partnership (RMB) from 2004-2011 and served as Director of the UNAIDS 
Department of Policy, Strategy and Research and finally Country and Regional 
Support from 1996-2001. Specialist of infectious diseases and 
bacteriology-virology, MD, PhD, she was leading the Department of Infectious 
Diseases at University Cheickh Anta Diop of Dakar-Senegal, before starting her 
international career. 
 
Dr. Coll-Seck is on the Board of Directors of the Roll Back Malaria Partnership to 
End Malaria, on the Scientific Council of University Cheick Zaid (Morocco) and the 
High Level Steering Group for Every Woman Every Child. She is also a member of 
the Jury of the ISA Award for Service to Humanity of Bahrain and member of the 
3rd Jury of the Noguchi Prize Africa, for the recognition of outstanding 
achievements in the fields of medical research and medical services in Africa to 
fight infections and other diseases. 
 
She has been serving on the Lancet Commission on the Future of Health in Africa 
and the Guttmacher-Lancet Commission on Sexual and Reproductive Health and 
Rights (SRHR). Dr. Coll Seck co-chairs the WHO/UNICEF Commission for the 
Realigning Child Health for the Sustainable Development Goal Era. 
 
She has received numerous awards, including those of Knight of the Order of Merit 
of Senegal, Burkina Faso and The Gambia. She has also been awarded the 
Palmes Académiques, the French Order of Merit and Legion of Honor. She was 
awarded “Best Minister of the World” in Dubai in February 2017 at the World 
Summit of the Government. She is an honorary member of the Academy of Science 
and Technology of Senegal and the French Academy of Pharmacy. She is the 
author of more than 150 scientific publications. 
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H.R.H. Princess Sarah Zeid 
 
H.R.H. Princess Sarah Zeid is an advocate for women’s, newborn, child and 
adolescent health, nutrition and wellbeing in humanitarian and fragile settings.  
 
As UNHCR Patron for Maternal & Newborn Health, Special Advisor to WFP on 
Maternal & Child Health and Nutrition, and Co-Convener of the Roadmap to 
Accelerate Progress for Every Newborn Humanitarian Settings 2020-2025, 
Princess Sarah supports efforts to reduce maternal, child and newborn mortality 
and morbidity in populations affected by violence and conflict, and champions the 
health, wellbeing, empowerment and contribution of girls and women in fragile and 
humanitarian settings. 
 
Princess Sarah led Every Woman Every Child Everywhere (Everywhere), an 
unprecedented global multi-stakeholder movement to integrate humanitarian and 
fragile settings in the Global Strategy for Women’s, Children’s and Adolescents’ 
Health, a roadmap adopted by the World Health Assembly to end all preventable 
deaths of women, children and adolescents by 2030.  
 
Princess Sarah is a member of the Advisory Board for the Women’s Rights Division 
at Human Rights Watch; a member of UNHCR’s Advisory Group on Gender, 
Forced Displacement and Protection; a member of the Johns Hopkins Center for 
Humanitarian Health Advisory Committee: and, the Towards Global Learning Goals 
Advisory Board. 
 
She holds a BA in International Relations from the University of St. Thomas in 
Houston, Texas, and an MSc in Development Studies from the School of Oriental 
and African Studies, University of London. 
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Gabriela Cuevas Barron 
President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) 
 
Gabriela Cuevas Barron, Mexican MP, has been in politics for the last 20 years. 
She was a senator from September 2012 to July 2018 and now holds a seat in the 
Chamber of Deputies. She is the Chairperson of the Foreign Relations Committee, 
which is responsible for the analysis of Mexico’s foreign policy. She is the 29th 
President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union. 
 
Ms. Cuevas Barron was a member of the IPU Committee to Promote Respect for 
International Humanitarian Law (2014–2016), which she chaired for the first year, 
and she was also the internal auditor for the IPU in 2017. 
 
Ms. Cuevas Barron first became involved with politics at the age of 15, when she 
joined the National Action Party (PAN), the main opposition force during Mexico’s 
transition towards democracy. Together with a group of young people, she founded 
the Fundación Educa México, A.C., which is committed to improving education in 
Mexico. 
 
Ms. Cuevas Barron has worked to promote laws on human rights, gender equality, 
the fight against corruption, transparency and environmental protection. She is 
particularly active on the human rights of migrants and the protection of children. 
She supported reform to the Law of the Mexican Foreign Service so that Mexican 
migrants who were not registered at birth had the right to obtain birth certificates 
from the country’s consulates. She spearheaded the initiative to harmonize the 
Mexican Constitution on asylum and recognition of refugee status with international 
treaties, particularly in human rights and international humanitarian law. She has 
also worked extensively on promoting respect for the human rights of Central 
American migrants. At the IPU, she has also worked with the Bahrain Parliament as 
co-rapporteur on the role of parliamentarians in protecting the rights of children. 
 
Ms. Cuevas Barron has participated in several international parliamentary forums 
such as the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly, where she co-chaired 
the Committee on Political Affairs, Security, and Human Rights; the 
Mexico-European Union Joint Parliamentary Committee; and the Pacific Alliance's 
Parliamentary Monitoring Committee. 
 
Ms. Cuevas Barron studied Political Science at the Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo 
de México (2001) and attended various seminars and courses in political 
communication, public management, and political theory at universities and training 
institutions in Mexico and abroad. 
 
 



 

 
 

@mbachelet 

@MichelleBachelet 

@michellebacheletpdta 
 

Michelle Bachelet 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
 
On September 1, 2018 Michelle Bachelet assumed her functions as the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.  The Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights was established in 1993 and Ms. Bachelet is the 
seventh Commissioner. 
 
Ms. Bachelet was elected President of Chile on two occasions (2006 – 2010 and 
2014 – 2018). She was the first female president of Chile. She served as Health 
Minister (2000-2002) as well as Chile’s and Latin America’s first female Defense 
Minister (2002 – 2004). 
 
During her presidential tenures, she promoted the rights of all but particularly those 
of the most vulnerable. Among her many achievements, education and tax reforms, 
as well as the creation of the National Institute for Human Rights and the Museum 
of Memory and Human Rights stand out, as do the establishment of the Ministry of 
Women and Gender Equality, the adoption of quotas to increase women’s political 
participation, and the approval of Civil Union Act legislation, granting rights to same 
sex couples and thus, advancing LGBT rights. 
 
Since the early 1990s, Ms. Bachelet has worked closely with many international 
organizations. In 2010 she chaired the Social Protection Floor Advisory Group, a 
joint International Labor Organization (ILO) and World Health Organization (WHO) 
initiative, which sought to promote social policies to stimulate economic growth and 
social cohesion. 
 
In 2011, she was named the first Director of UN Women, an organization dedicated 
to fighting for the rights of women and girls internationally.  Economic 
empowerment and ending violence against women were two of her priorities during 
her tenure. She has recently pledged to be a Gender Champion, committing to 
advance gender equality in OHCHR and in international fora. 
 
After finishing her second term in March 2018, she was named Chair of the 
Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health, an alliance of more than 1000 
organizations in 192 countries from the sexual, reproductive, maternal, newborn, 
child and adolescent health communities. As Co-Chair of the High-Level Steering 
Group for Every Woman Every Child, Ms. Bachelet launched Every Woman Every 
Child Latin America and the Caribbean, the first platform for tailored, regional 
implementation of the EWEC Global Strategy. 
 
Michelle Bachelet has a Medical Degree in Surgery, with a specialization in 
Pediatrics and Public Health.  She also studied military strategy at Chile's National 
Academy of Strategy and Policy and at the Inter-American Defense College in the 
United States. 
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Henrietta Fore 
Executive Director of UNICEF 
 
Henrietta H. Fore became UNICEF’s seventh Executive Director on 1 January 
2018. She has worked to champion economic development, education, health, 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief in a public service, private sector and 
nonprofit leadership career that spans more than four decades. 
 
From 2007 to 2009, Ms. Fore served as the Administrator of the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID) and Director of United States Foreign 
Assistance. The first woman to serve in these roles, she was responsible for 
managing $39.5 billion of U.S. foreign assistance annually, including support to 
peoples and countries recovering from disaster and building their futures 
economically, politically and socially. 
 
Earlier in her career at USAID, Ms. Fore was appointed Assistant Administrator for 
Asia and Assistant Administrator for Private Enterprise (1989-1993). She served on 
the Boards of the Overseas Private Investment Corporation and the Millennium 
Challenge Corporation. In 2009, she received the Distinguished Service Award, the 
highest award the Secretary of State can bestow. 
 
From 2005 to 2007, Ms. Fore served as Under Secretary of State for Management, 
the Chief Operating Officer for the U.S. Department of State. She was responsible 
for the staff, resources, facilities, technology and security of the Department and 
was the Secretary of State’s principal adviser on management issues. She oversaw 
a management budget of $3.6 billion, 7,200 employees, 30,000 contractors and 
267 embassies and posts in 172 countries. 
 
From 2001 to 2005, Ms. Fore was the 37th Director of the United States Mint in the 
U.S. Department of Treasury, managing the world's largest manufacturer of coins, 
medals and coin products. In 2005, she received the Alexander Hamilton Award, 
the Department of Treasury’s highest honor. 
 
Immediately prior to her appointment with UNICEF, Ms. Fore was Chairman of the 
Board and Chief Executive Officer of Holsman International, a manufacturing and 
investment company. She also served on the boards of a number of domestic and 
international public corporations, including as Global Co-chair of the Asia Society, 
Chair of the Middle East Investment Initiative, and Co-Chair of 
WomenCorporateDirectors.  
 
She also served on the boards of the Center for Strategic and International Studies 
(CSIS), the Aspen Institute, the Committee Encouraging Corporate Philanthropy 
(CECP) and the Center for Global Development (CGD). 
 
Ms. Fore has a Bachelor of Arts in History from Wellesley College and a Master of 
Science in Public Administration from the University of Northern Colorado. She is 
married and has four children. 
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Gerda Verburg 
Coordinator of the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement and Assistant 
Secretary-General 
 
Gerda Verburg of the Netherlands is the Coordinator of the Scaling Up Nutrition 
(SUN) Movement. 
 
In her role, Ms. Verburg works with national Governments that lead the SUN 
Movement, uniting with United Nations agencies, civil society, business and donors 
in a common mission to defeat malnutrition.  She previously served as Permanent 
Representative of the Netherlands to the United Nations Organizations for Food 
and Agriculture in Rome (Food and Agriculture Organization, World Food 
Programme and International Fund for Agricultural Development) since 2011.  In 
2014, she was appointed Chair of the Global Agenda Council for Food and Nutrition 
Security of the World Economic Forum (WEF). 
 
Between 2013 and 2015, Ms. Verburg was Chair of the United Nations Committee 
on World Food Security (CFS).  From 2007 to 2011, she served as Speaker in the 
Dutch House of Representatives on economics, energy and innovation, and as 
Minister for Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality.  In 2008 she was elected Chair of 
the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development. 
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Dr. Mary-Ann Etiebet 
Lead and Executive Director of Merck for Mothers 
 
Dr. Mary-Ann Etiebet has two decades of experience improving healthcare 
outcomes for vulnerable populations and transforming healthcare delivery at the 
frontlines. She is the Lead & Executive Director of Merck for Mothers, Merck's 
$500M global health initiative to help create a world where no woman has to die 
while giving life. Between 2011 and 2019, Merck for Mothers maternal health 
programs and partnerships have resulted in healthy pregnancies and safe 
deliveries for over 10M women in 48 countries. 
 
Mary-Ann draws on extensive experience in the private, public and not-for-profit 
sectors for this role. She joins Merck for Mothers from Premier Inc, where she was 
a Principal Consultant in the Population Health Management team. Previously, she 
served as Director of Ambulatory Care Strategies for New York City Health and 
Hospital. Her work in global health includes serving as the Senior Technical Advisor 
of the Institute of Human Virology-Nigeria, a PEPFAR implementing partner, while 
she was Assistant Professor, Division of Infectious Disease at the University of 
Maryland School of Medicine. 
 
Mary-Ann earned her MD and MBA from Yale University. She completed her 
residency in Internal Medicine at New York-Presbyterian Weill Cornell and 
fellowship in Infectious Diseases Hospital System at New York-Presbyterian 
Columbia University Medical Center, becoming Board Certified in both Internal 
Medicine and Infectious Diseases. She serves as a member of the Center for 
Global Development (CGD) Board of Directors; the UCSF Institute Health Sciences 
Global Health Group Advisory Board; the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn & 
Child Health Board; the Investors Group of the World Bank’s Global Financing 
Facility; the Maternal Morbidity and Mortality Committee of the National Quality 
Forum; and the Johns Hopkins Leadership Fellows program. 
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Dr. Amy Pollack  
Director of Maternal, Newborn & Child Health at the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation (BMGF) 
 
Amy Pollack, M.D., FACOG, FACPM, is the Director of the MNCH Program 
Strategy Team and oversees the Nutrition and Family Planning Teams at the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation. Prior to joining the foundation, Amy served as the Chief 
Safety Officer at Medtronic and set the strategy and policy for medical safety across 
the company’s global business groups. She has over 25 years of experience in 
domestic and international health care, including work in clinical practice; as the 
CEO of an international women’s health non-profit; and as an executive in 
early-stage medical device businesses, social venture capital, and industry. Amy 
has led global health multilateral negotiations for disruptive technologies and 
national working groups to drive policy change around the HPV vaccine, cervical 
cytology, and prostate cancer. Amy is board certified in Obstetrics and Gynecology 
and Preventive Medicine. 
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Katja Iversen 
President/CEO of Women Deliver 
 
Katja Iversen is the President/CEO of Women Deliver – a leading global advocate 
for investment in gender equality and the health and rights of girls and women, with 
a specific focus on maternal, sexual and reproductive health and rights. Iversen, an 
internationally recognized expert on development, advocacy and communications, 
has more than 25 years of experience working in NGOs, corporates and United 
Nation agencies. Previously, she held the position as Chief of Strategic 
Communication and Public Advocacy with UNICEF, a position she came to after 
almost six years of leading the team responsible for advocacy and communication 
on reproductive health with UNFPA.  
 
She holds a master’s degree in communications, bachelor's degree in public 
administration and certificates in management, conflict resolution, and international 
development.  
 
Iversen has worked in global development for more than 20 years and has an 
extensive network within the UN, development communities, and global media. She 
has counseled and trained multiple Fortune 500 executives on cross cultural 
management and cross cultural communication. She is a member of the Unilever 
Sustainability Advisory Council, the MIT Women & Technology Solve Leadership 
Group, an International Gender Champion and recently a member of President 
Macron’s G7 Gender Equality Advisory Council. Iversen was named 2018 Dane of 
the Year and included in the top 10 of Apolitical’s Top 100 Most Influential People in 
Gender Policy. She is also a sought lecturer and speaker. 
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Jayathma Wickramanayake  
UN Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth 
 
Ms. Jayathma Wickramanayake was appointed as the UN Secretary-General’s 
Envoy on Youth in June 2017 at the age of 26. She is the youngest senior official in 
the UN and the first woman to hold this position. In this role, Jayathma works to 
expand the UN’s youth engagement and advocacy efforts across all four pillars of 
work – sustainable development, human rights, peace and security and 
humanitarian action – and serves as a representative of and advisor to the 
Secretary-General. 
 
In November 2019 Jayathma was recognized by Time Magazine in the list of “Time 
100 Next: Rising stars shaping the future” 
 
Originally from Sri Lanka, Ms. Wickramanayake has worked extensively on youth 
development and participation, and has played a key role in transforming the youth 
development sector in her home country. 
 
Prior to taking up her post, Ms. Wickramanayake was instrumental in creating the 
movement for civic and political engagement of young people, especially young 
women in Sri Lanka named “Hashtag Generation”. Previously, she advocated for 
global youth development on an international level including as the first ever Sri 
Lankan Youth Delegate to the United Nations and as the youth lead negotiator and 
member of the International Youth Task Force of the World Conference on Youth 
2014 where she played a critical role in mainstreaming youth in the Post-2015 
Process and in the establishment of World Youth Skills Day. 
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Pamela Falk  
CBS News 
 
Pamela Falk is a CBS News Foreign Affairs Analyst, based at U.N. Headquarters in 
New York City. Dr. Falk reports on air for CBS News Radio and CBS TV and writes 
for CBS.com on the blogs Political Hotsheet and WorldWatch.  
 
She is the former Staff Director of a U.S. Congressional Subcommittee of the 
House of Representatives International Relations Committee. 
 
She received her J.D. from Columbia University School of Law and her Ph.D. from 
New York University and is a Professor of American Foreign Policy and 
International Relations & Law at Hunter College. 
 
Dr. Falk reports on all areas of international relations from the U.N. and traveled 
with the U.N. Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Dr. Falk's 
career has involved work in academics, international organizations, for the U.S. 
government on Capitol Hill, and the private sector and she has written and edited 
six books on international relations. 
 

 


