
 
 

URBAN AGENTS OF CHANGE:  
ENSURING THE HEALTH AND WELLBEING OF ADOLESCENTS IN CITIES 

 

EVERY WOMAN EVERY CHILD HIGH-LEVEL SIDE EVENT AT HABITAT III  
THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON HOUSING AND SUSTAINABLE URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

MONDAY 17 OCTOBER 2016 | 16:00 –  17:30 ECT 
ROOM A: ONE UN PAVILION, CASA DE LA CULTURA, QUITO, ECUADOR 

 
BACKGROUND 
 

The United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III) will be held from the 
17 to 20 October 2016 in Quito, Ecuador. The objective of the Habitat III Conference is to renew the global 
commitment to sustainable urban development as well as to set the New Urban Agenda as a collective vision and 
political commitment for the future of our cities. 
 

In many countries, urbanization has outpaced the ability of governments to build essential infrastructure, enact and 
enforce the legislation that make life in cities safer, healthier and more rewarding. While cities are home to the 
world’s wealthiest and healthiest people, they are also home to some of the poorest and most marginalized on 
Earth. Even where health care facilities may be only a stone’s throw away, quality services may remain out of 
reach for the poorest and most marginalized urban dwellers, particularly young people. 
 

If we are serious about achieving sustainable development and leaving no one behind, we must address the urgent 
needs of women, children and adolescents in urban settings, everywhere. To look into some of the key challenges 
faced by adolescents living in cities, Every Woman Every Child is organizing a high-level side event during the 
conference: Urban Agents of Change: Ensuring the Health and Wellbeing of Adolescents in Cities. 
 

The event—co-organized by the Executive Office of the UN Secretary-General, Save the Children and the Office of 
the UN Secretary-General Envoy on Youth—will also highlight key solutions that are included in the New Urban 
Agenda for improving the health and wellbeing of young people in cities, and further demonstrate how 
adolescents are themselves critical agents of change to build a healthier, more sustainable future. 
 

TOP LINE MESSAGES 
 
There are more than 1.8 billion young people in the world today and these numbers are expected to continue to 
grow, especially in urban settings. Cities concentrate people, opportunities, and services, including those for health 
and education; and for a growing proportion of the world’s population, prospects for a better future are tied to 
living conditions in cities. Yet, in many countries, urbanization has outpaced the ability of governments to build 
essential infrastructure, enact and enforce the legislation that make life in cities safer, healthier and more 
rewarding. Cities also concentrate risks and hazards for health, and are now also a frontline of humanitarian 
response. If we are serious about achieving sustainable development and leaving no one behind, we must address 
the urgent needs of women, children and adolescents in urban settings, everywhere. 
 

CLICK HERE to check out our full narrative 

 

 The Every Woman Every Child Global Strategy for Women’s, Children’s and Adolescents’ Health and the New 

Urban Agenda are complementary and key to achieving sustainable development. By readdressing the way 

cities and human settlements are planned, designed, financed, developed, governed, and managed, the 

New Urban Agenda—like the Global Strategy—strives to improve health and well-being, particularly for 

young people. 

http://www.everywomaneverychild.org/news-events/events/1408-ewec-high-level-side-event-at-habitat-iii-urban-agents-of-change
https://habitat3.org/
https://habitat3.org/the-new-urban-agenda/
http://www.everywomaneverychild.org/
http://www.everywomaneverychild.org/news-events/events/1408-ewec-high-level-side-event-at-habitat-iii-urban-agents-of-change
https://www.savethechildren.net/
http://www.un.org/youthenvoy/
http://www.un.org/youthenvoy/
http://media.wix.com/ugd/bf3f4e_8f9e2488dc9c49f59151ecc4e984e195.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/bf3f4e_8f9e2488dc9c49f59151ecc4e984e195.pdf
http://globalstrategy.everywomaneverychild.org/


 
 Young people are the architects for a healthier, more prosperous future and are often the first responders 

and agents of change, everywhere. Healthy, educated and empowered adolescents can bring about the 

change needed to create a more sustainable and peaceful future, where every person not only survives, 

but thrives and can help transform the world. 

 The world urban population is expected to nearly double by 2050. As the population, economic activities, 

social and cultural interactions are increasingly concentrated in cities, this poses massive sustainability 

challenges. Women, children and adolescents can be expected to bear the brunt of such challenges. Every 

Woman Every Child calls on a wide range of actors to take a closer look at health inequities in cities and 

take action. 

THINGS YOU CAN DO 

1) FOLLOW the conversation on Twitter using #EWECisME 
2) TWEET + SEND your questions to @UnfEWEC/@SC_Campaigns/@UNYouthEnvoy for the event Q&A with our 

panelists before 15:00 ECT on 17 October 
3) TUNE IN to Save the Children’s Facebook Live Stream on 17 October at 1 PM EST/12 PM ECT 
4) CROSS-PROMOTE messaging and tweets in this toolkit! 

SUGGEST SOCIAL MEDIA MESSAGING 

Handles: @UnfEWEC 
 @SC_Campaigns 
 @UNYouthEnvoy 
 @Jovarios 
 @CDekki 

@AKacyira 
@ManderaMiguelMX 
@ThomasSCIndia 
@Fransheska1997 
 

Hashtags: #EWECisME 
    #Habitat3 
    #EveryLastChild 
    #NewUrbanAgenda  

 

GRAPHICS: Visit www.ewechub.org to download all visual assets!  
 

TWEET THIS 
 

Follow #EWECisME on 17 Oct as we look into key challenges youth face living in cities @ #Habitat3 side event 
http://bit.ly/2eoHiTc [w/ Save the Date img--tag @UnfEWEC @SC_Campaigns @UNYouthEnvoy] 
 
17 Oct @ 4PM ECT—@UnfEWEC @save_children @UNYouthEnvoy host #Habitat3 side event on key challenges cities' 
youth face—Follow along #EWECisME [w/ Save the Date img--tag @UnfEWEC @SC_Campaigns @UNYouthEnvoy] 
 
Follow #EWECisME on 17 Oct @ 4PM ECT for #Habitat3 side event on ensuring health&wellbeing of adol's in cities! 
http://bit.ly/2eoHiTc [w/ Save the Date img--tag @UnfEWEC @SC_Campaigns @UNYouthEnvoy] 
 
Is adolescent healthcare factored in your country’s urban planning? Join our Q&A session at #Habitat3 on 17 October @ 
4PM ECT! #EWECisME [w/ Save the Date img--tag @UnfEWEC @SC_Campaigns @UNYouthEnvoy] 
 
On 17 October @UnfEWEC @SC_Campaigns @UNYouthEnvoy bringing youth issues to the table at #Habitat3 in Quito, 
Ecuador, stay tuned! #EWECisME [w/ Save the Date img--tag @UnfEWEC @SC_Campaigns @UNYouthEnvoy] 
 
#EWECisME Global Strategy: build health-enabling urban environmts for women, children & adol's, everywhere 
http://bit.ly/1LiW9sp #Habitat3 
 
#EWECisME Global Strategy + #NewUrbanAgenda = complimentary & key to achieving sustainable development. 
http://bit.ly/1LiW9sp #Habitat3 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/EWECisME
https://twitter.com/UnfEWEC
https://twitter.com/sc_campaigns
https://twitter.com/unyouthenvoy
https://www.facebook.com/savethechildrencampaigns/
http://www.ewechub.org/
http://bit.ly/2eoHiTc
http://bit.ly/2eoHiTc


 
 
Quality healthcare services & facilities often remain out of reach to the poorest &most marginalized—esp youth—in 
cities #EWECisME #Habitat3 
 
To achieve sustainable developmt & leave no1 behind, we must address urgent needs of women+children+adol's in all 
cities #EWECisME #Habitat3 
 
Adolescents = critical agents of change to build a healthier, ↑ sustainable future. We must invest in them now & always 
#EWECisME #Habitat3 
 
#NewUrbanAgenda strives to improve youth's health+wellbeing by readdressing how we plan/finance/manage/etc 
urban areas #EWECisME #Habitat3 
 
Youth are architects for a healthier, ↑ prosperous future & are often the 1st responders + agents of change, 
everywhere #EWECisME #Habitat3 
 
3 tools for youth to drive change needed to create a ↑ sustainable+peaceful future = good health + education + 
empowermt #EWECisME #Habitat3 
 
Potential prospects for better future are often tied to levels of inequity in social + living conditions in cities #EWECisME 
#Habitat3 
 
Cities magnify long-standing inequities & threats to health+wellbeing, & introduce others—esp those re: poor health 
#EWECisME #Habitat3 
 
#DYK: ~1/3 of urban dwellers [~1 bn pple] in the world live in urban slums, informal settings or sidewalk tents 
#EWECisME #Habitat3 
 
Globally, urbanization often outpaces gvt ability to build infrastructure + enact&enforce laws for ↑ living conditions 
#EWECisME #Habitat3 
 
#DYK >90% urban slums are located in develping world BUT nearly every city has pockets of extreme poverty+extreme 
wealth #EWECisME #Habitat3 
 
In the past, poverty was mostly concentrated in rural areas but now has shifted to cities b/c of growth of urban centers 
#EWECisME #Habitat3 
 
Women + children +adol's marginalized, affected by discrimination or living in underserved areas, have ↓ health 
outcomes #EWECisME #Habitat3 
 
W/ disasters ↑ in cities + ↑displaced pple relocating wrldwide to urban areas, new measures required for health 
services #EWECisME #Habitat3 
 
↑ed need for humanitarian response in cities = new measures required to ensure availability of health services for all 
#EWECisME #Habitat3 
 
We must address the urgent needs of women, children and adolescents in urban settings, everywhere, to leave no1 
behind #EWECisME #Habitat3 
 
To achieve sustainable developmt, we must address urgent needs of women, children & adol's in urban settings 
everywhere #EWECisME #Habitat3 
 



 
Multisector health-enabling environmts—eg access to cleaner fuels—could lead to health-system $ savings = US$165M 
per yr #EWECisME #Habitat3 
 
Multisector health-enabling environmts could lead to gains in health-related productivity ranging 17%→62% in urban 
areas #EWECisME #Habitat3 
 
Together we must ensure that the New Urban Agenda reaches #EveryLastChild in city slums with universal health 
coverage #Habitat3 #EWECisME 
 
All govts should follow thru on Nutrition for Growth and address malnutrition in urban areas for #EveryLastChild 
#Habitat3 #EWECisME #NG2017 
 
Malnourished children are on the rise in more urban than rural areas—Gvts must adapt #NewUrbanAgenda for 
#EveryLastChild #Habitat3 #EWECisME 
 
Education is basic human right! Govts must effectively implement the #NewUrbanAgenda to reach #EveryLastChild in 
cities #Habitat3 #EWECisME 
 
Education is KEY to drive sustainable cities—Gvts must ensure #EveryLastChild can access quality edu in urban poor 
areas #Habitat3 #EWECisME 
 
Nat'l urban plans must incl gender & child-sensitive social protection programs accessible to urban poor #Habitat3 
#EveryLastChild #EWECisME 
 
Together let’s ensure we create #safe and inclusive cities for #EveryLastChild #Habitat3 #EWECisME 
 
Gvts must work w/ children+charity partners for inclusive approach to collect data &reach #EveryLastChild in urban 
areas #Habitat3 #EWECisME 
 
>1 billion children live in urban areas. Children’s voices must be heard & acted upon in a timely way #EveryLastChild 
#Habitat3 #EWECisME 
 
Gvts must do whatever it takes to effectively adapt #NewUrbanAgenda to reach #EveryLastChild in urban poor 
settlements #Habitat3 #EWECisME 
 
How can young people turn the #NewUrbanAgenda into action? Join the convo happening now at #Habitat3! 
#EWECisME 

 
FACEBOOK 
 
1) If we are serious about achieving sustainable development and leaving no one behind, we must address the urgent 
needs of women, children and adolescents in urban settings, everywhere. 
Every Woman Every Child High-Level Side Event @ Habitat III “Urban Agents of Change: Ensuring the Health and 
Wellbeing of Adolescents in Cities” to look into some of the key challenges faced by adolescents living in cities on 
Monday 17 Oct | 16:00-17:30 ECT 
Join the conversation on Twitter via #EWECisME! Learn more: http://bit.ly/2eoHiTc 
 
2) On Monday 17 October, we’re joining the conversation at #Habitat3 on young people as agents of change in New 
Urban Agenda by discussing the health and wellbeing of adolescents in cities. 
Join the conversation on Twitter via #EWECisME! Learn more: http://bit.ly/2eoHiTc 

http://bit.ly/2eoHiTc
http://bit.ly/2eoHiTc

