
GSK is a science-led global healthcare 
company committed to helping people 

do more, feel better and live longer.

GSK’S EXTENSIVE COMMITMENTS TO EVERY 
WOMAN EVERY CHILD INCLUDE ACTIONS TO:

• Improve children’s health by donating albendazole tablets to 
support the WHO’s goal to de-worm 75% of school-age children 
in 55 countries where intestinal worms are endemic

• Accelerate the development of an innovative heat-stable 
and low-cost inhaled form of oxytocin to manage postpartum 
hemorrhage -  the single biggest cause of maternal mortality in 
resource-poor settings. 

• Invest in a partnership with Save the Children to improve 
access to healthcare, especially for mothers and children under 
five in developing countries, and to grant an annual award of 
USD $1 million for healthcare innovations aimed at improving 
the survival of under-fives in developing countries. Partnership 
efforts include developing a 7.1% chlorhexidine digluconate gel 
for preventing umbilical cord sepsis in newborns. This would be 
registered in countries with high rates of neonatal mortality and, 
if approved, the manufacturing know-how will be made available 
to local manufacturers to enable them to make a high quality 
and sustainable product.

Key Results:
• Sharing resources and expertise through a 

five year partnership with Save the Children 
– collaborative aims include developing child-
friendly medicines and improving access to 
healthcare. In 2014, GSK & Save the Children 
supported a ‘catch-up’ vaccination programme 
in the DRC for over 2,000 children in hard-to-
reach rural areas.  

• 40,000 health workers trained across 35 
countries in partnership with three NGOs  - 
funded through reinvesting 20% of profits  GSK 
generates in Least Developed Countries (£21 
million to date) into training. 

• More than five billion albendazole tablets 
donated over the past 15 years to help eliminate 
lymphatic filariasis and control intestinal worms.

• ViiV Healthcare’s Positive Action for Children 
Fund has committed £25m until 2020 to 
continue efforts to end mother to child 
transmission of HIV.

• Around 40% of the world’s children are 
immunised against at least one serious disease 
with a GSK vaccine. 

• GSK’s malaria vaccine candidate – designed to 
protect young children in Africa – was granted 
a positive scientific opinion by the European 
Medicines Agency in July 2015.

• Combined investment of $1.8 million with Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation into  researching 
thermostability of vaccines.
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PARTNERSHIPS
GSK is collaborating with a number of organisations in order to meet 
its various goals as outlined. 

To advance the development of the dry, powder-form of inhaled 
oxytocin, GSK is collaborating with Monash University, who 
initiated the development, the McCall MacBain Foundation, Grand 
Challenges Canada and Planet Wheeler Foundation 

GSK is a long-term partner of Gavi. It supplies vaccines to Gavi 
at reduced prices for use in the world’s poorest countries and has 
committed to provide Gavi with more than 850 million vaccine doses 
at reduced prices to help protect 300 million children by 2024.

GSK and Save the Children’s annual $1 million Healthcare Innovation 
Award to identify and reward innovations that have proven to be 
successful in reducing child deaths has demonstrated success.  
Awards to date have included: the ’bubble’ Continuous Positive 
Airway Pressure ‘bCPAP’ device, a low-cost adaptation of a device 
to help newborn babies with respiratory distress designed by Friends 
of Sick Children Malawi - a partnership between several different 
institutions; and several different institutions; and the ‘FoneAstra’ 
human milk pasteurization toolkit, developed by the University of 
KwaZulu Natal and other partners, which uses a mobile phone app 
to provide a step-step guide through pasteurization.

GSK is also bringing on board additional partners to ensure 
comprehensive monitoring of the impact achieved through the 
partnership with Save the Children.

LESSONS LEARNED
Innovative practices must be scalable and sustainable – this 
requires the private, public and third sector to work in collaboration. 
Such practices need to provide evidence for potential adoption 
and replication, so GSK’s programmes are developed in intensive 
consultation with governments and other stakeholders.

NEXT STEPS
• To help ensure sustainable vaccination programmes, 

developing countries that graduate from Gavi support will 
be able to continue to purchase GSK vaccines against 
pneumonia, diarrhea and cervical cancer at discounted Gavi 
prices for a decade after graduation.

• Building on current initiatives to strengthen health systems, 
GSK is to support the training of more than 9,000 health 
workers in Ghana, Kenya and Nigeria. In collaboration with 
Amref Health Africa, the One Million Community Health 
Workers Campaign and Save the Children, GSK will invest 
almost £6 million.

About Every Woman 
Every Child

Address: Every Woman Every Child 
    Private Sector Engagement
    801 Second Avenue, 9th floor 
    New York, NY 10017

Every Woman Every Child is an 
unprecedented global movement that 
mobilizes and intensifies international 
and national action by governments, 
multilaterals, the private sector and 
civil society to address the major health 
challenges facing women and children 
around the world. The movement puts into 
action the Global Strategy for Women’s, 
Children’s and Adolescents’ Health, which 
presents a roadmap on how to enhance 
financing, strengthen policy and improve 
service on the ground for the most vulnerable 
women and children. 

www.everywomaneverychild.org
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