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1. Overview of World Prematurity Day 
World Prematurity Day is a key moment to focus global attention on the leading cause of child deaths 
under age 5 – complications from preterm birth – which account for over 1 million deaths each year 
(UNICEF). Without a major push to reduce these deaths, we will not reach the Global Goal, endorsed 
by 193 countries, to end all preventable newborn and child deaths by 2030. Efforts for World 
Prematurity Day support the implementation 
of the Every Woman Every Child Global 
Strategy for Women’s, Children’s and 
Adolescents’ Health. 

 

While World Prematurity Day is an opportunity 
to call attention to the heavy burden of death 
and disability and the pain and suffering that preterm birth causes, it is also a chance to talk about 
solutions. The multitude of events organized around the globe on World Prematurity Day remains the 
heart of the effort. Each year, an increasing number of countries have observed World Prematurity 
Day by organizing national and local events, including public art installations, parliamentary hearings, 
health professional meetings, and marches.  

 

World Prematurity Day supports the values and goals of the Every Newborn Action Plan – an initiative of 
the Every Woman, Every Child movement – which mobilizes global multi-sectoral support to save the 
lives and improve the wellbeing of mothers and their babies. Visit our website, share your World 
Prematurity Day experience and plans, download media and social media resources, and share the 
links among your networks: www.facebook.com/worldprematurityday. 

 

 

 

 

 

  Simple things you can do to support World Prematurity Day 
 

• Add your voice and sign-up to automatically post a message of support and awareness of 
prematurity through your social media community on World Prematurity Day.  
Go to: po.st/rhblIY 
 

• Change your profile picture by adding a World Prematurity Day profile picture on Facebook 
and Twitter, helping to raise awareness without saying a word. Go to: po.st/bnwQsi 
 

• Post in social media leading up to and on World Prematurity Day using 
#worldprematurityday 
 

• Go purple! by wearing purple, lighting your home or office purple or coming up with 
your own ways to turn the world purple in support of prematurity awareness.  Share 
on social media with #worldprematurityday.   

 
• Access materials for promotion including the press kit, fact sheets, country data, 

infographics, social media images, print ads, and customizable templates.  
Go to: www.facebook.com/WorldPrematurityDay/app/201742856511228/ 

 

• Take the Kangaroo Mother Care Challenge and post photos on social using 
#KMCchallenge – for details check out 
healthynewbornnetwork.org/resource/kangaroo-mother-care-challenge-brief/ 
 

• Tell us what you did by completing this simple SurveyMonkey form  available at 
www.surveymonkey.de/r/WorldPremDay2016 
 

 

World Prematurity Day 2016 will highlight 
innovations that show the most promise in 

transforming the prevention, diagnosis, and 
management of preterm birth. 

 



 

2. The Global Burden of Preterm Birth  
Preterm birth affects families in every country. While more than 60 percent of preterm births occur in 
South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa, the problem is universal. In fact, the United States and Brazil are 
among the top 10 countries with the highest number of preterm births (table 1). 

 

Table 1. Top ten countries with the largest numbers of preterm births in 2015 

 # Preterm Births # Deaths from preterm birth 
complications 

India                        3,254,300                            329,900  

China                        1,206,200                              33,200  

Nigeria                           855,200                              87,600  

Pakistan                           848,700                            101,600  

Indonesia                           846,400                              27,800  

United States                           457,900                               6,690  

Bangladesh                           446,900                              23,600  

Democratic Republic of the Congo                           372,200                              38,200  

Philippines                           349,600                              11,000  

Ethiopia                           318,200                              23,100  

Sources: Preterm birth rates from 2010 applied to live births in 2015; deaths from preterm birth complications by the WHO 
and Maternal and Child Epidemiology Estimation Group (MCEE) 2015

1
 estimates are rounded and can be accessed here 

 
Preventing deaths among babies born too soon is a major challenge for many countries. But the most 
urgent action to prevent, diagnose and manage preterm birth is needed in the 10 countries that account 
for nearly two-thirds of all deaths from preterm birth complications (table 2). 
 

Table 2. Top ten countries with the highest numbers of under-5 children deaths from preterm birth 
complications in 2015 

 # Deaths from preterm birth 
complications 

# Preterm Births 

India                           329,900                         3,254,300  

Pakistan                           101,600                            848,700  

Nigeria                             87,600                            855,200  

Democratic Republic of the Congo                             38,200                            372,200  

China                             33,200                         1,206,200  

Indonesia                             27,800                            846,400  

Bangladesh                             23,600                            446,900  

Ethiopia                             23,100                            318,200  

Angola                             21,200                            136,500  

Egypt                             15,800                            203,700  

Sources: Preterm birth rates from 2010 applied to live births in 2015; deaths from preterm birth complications by the WHO and 
Maternal and Child Epidemiology Estimation Group (MCEE) 2015

1
 estimates are rounded and can be accessed here

 

 



 

 
3. Main Messages for World Prematurity Day 2016 

a. Topline message 
Preterm birth prevention, diagnosis, and management are collectively a smart strategy to 
accelerate achievement of the global goal to end all preventable newborn and child deaths by 
2030. This strategy will simultaneously reduce maternal deaths and stillbirths and related 
health system costs 

 
b. Supporting messages 

 
1. Why make preterm birth prevention and care a priority? 
To achieve the new global goal for newborn survival, prioritizing investments for preterm birth 
prevention and care are key:  
� Preterm birth complications are now the leading cause of death for children under 5, 

accounting for 18% of all under-5 deaths and causing an estimated 1,055,200 deaths in 
2015 globally

1
 

� The new global target to end preventable newborn and child deaths by 2030 (SDG 3.2) 
cannot be met without reducing preterm deaths 

� While preterm birth rates are rising in most countries, preterm deaths are concentrated in 
low- and middle-income countries; three countries – India, Nigeria and Pakistan – account 
for more than half of all deaths.

1
 

� Prevention and care will advance newborn health and development, reduce maternal 
mortality and stillbirth rates, relieve untold suffering, and lower healthcare system costs 

 
2. Innovations and initiatives for preterm birth 
To support and engage with initiatives that are charting bold new courses in addressing 
preterm birth: 
� Every Woman Every Child Innovation Marketplace: an alliance involving Grand 

Challenges Canada, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, USAID and the UBS-Optimus 
Foundation to accelerate adoption of 20 new maternal and child health technologies by 
2020 with a special focus on innovations that target the leading causes of newborn 
mortality (www.everywomaneverychild.org/networks/innovation-marketplace). 

� Born on Time: a public-private collaboration between the Government of Canada, 
Johnson & Johnson, World Vision, Save the Children and Plan International focused on 
reducing preterm birth rates in Mali, Bangladesh and Ethiopia (www.bornontime.org). 

� Helping Babies Grow: an initiative of Laerdal Global Health to help vulnerable newborns 
thrive by promoting breastfeeding, kangaroo mother care and staff training in preterm care 
(www.laerdalglobalhealth.com). 

� Preterm Birth Initiative: a partnership between the Bill &  Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Lynn and Marc Benioff, and the University of California–San Francisco, and several East 
African countries to test new approaches to reducing preterm deaths 
(pretermbirth.ucsf.edu).  

� Every Preemie—SCALE: a USAID-funded project designed to catalyze the global and 
national conversation around preterm birth and low birth weight in 25 priority maternal and 
child health countries, primarily in Africa and SE Asia (www.everypreemie.org). 

� Preventing Preterm Birth Initiative: Grand Challenge in Global Health, administered by 
GAPPS, to accelerate research by funding projects focused on discovering and 
developing interventions to prevent preterm birth, with a focus on prevention strategies 
applicable in low-resource, high-burden settings (www.gapps.org/healthybirth). 

� The new World Health Organization Quality Improvement Framework: these 
standards and guidelines for maternal and newborn health provide clear guidance to 
countries on what they can do to address the burden of preterm births. 

� Quality, Equity and Dignity for All Mothers and Babies: an integrated maternal-
newborn health advocacy campaign to support a strong country-focused drive for quality 
maternal and newborn care with the technical support of UN agencies.  

� Kangaroo Mother Care conference: conference taking place in Italy the week of 
November 17 that aims to promote current research and knowledge transfer, and promote 
best practice worldwide. 



 

� A new blood test can detect whether a pregnant woman is at risk of delivering her baby 
prematurely (PLOS One). 

 
 

3. Action needed from all of society 
To help prevent preterm births 
� Invest in “LINC factor” (lifestyle, infection, nutrition and contraception) programs that 

reduce risks of preterm birth associated with lifestyle, infections and malnutrition during 
pregnancy, and lack of contraception  

� Integrate preterm birth prevention with other strategies to improve the health of 
adolescent girls and pregnant women (e.g., HIV/AIDS prevention) 

� Fund and report on research to identify risk factors for preterm birth and identify 
approaches to more effectively manage risk factors, especially in low-resource settings 

 
To ensure accurate diagnosis 
� Prioritize development of new technologies to identify women at high risk of preterm 

birth  
� Introduce new technologies into health systems so that women at risk of preterm birth 

are identified and treated earlier in pregnancy 
� Integrate development and implementation of preterm birth diagnostic technologies with 

related innovations (e.g., tests for communicable and non-communicable diseases in 
pregnancy) 

 
To care for women in preterm labor and care for babies born too soon 
� Ensure that women deliver in facilities with qualified staff, especially midwives or 

other skilled birth attendants trained to care for women in preterm labor and the provision 
of essential newborn care 

� Learn to identify sick and small newborns and provide them with special care such as 
skin-to-skin contact and respiratory support 

� Disseminate joint statement on Kangaroo Mother Care that was endorsed by the 
major international professional associations and released on World Prematurity Day 

� Equip health facilities to care for preterm infants depending on context (e.g., with 
neonatal intensive care units, special newborn care corners, kangaroo mother care wards) 

� Set ambitious targets to reduce preterm birth rates, deaths and disability 
� Measure the performance of staff, facilities and health systems: universal access to 

high-quality, essential health care will prevent the majority of deaths from preterm birth 

 
 

c. World Prematurity Day 2016 Message Map 

 

2016 WPD message 
map FINAL.docx

 
 
  



 

4. Resources to Support Messages and Communications 
a. Social media ideas and tools 

The World Prematurity Day social media strategy seeks to increase awareness and 
engagement on the issue of preterm birth and newborn health and survival with specific focus 
on the innovations that show the most promise in transforming the prevention, diagnosis, and 
management of preterm birth. 
 
The World Prematurity Day Facebook page is designed to collect and share stories and 
news and spread messages about World Prematurity Day and preterm birth. It will feature 
photographs from global events being held around World Prematurity Day. This site includes 
an interactive map for sharing parent stories: 
www.facebook.com/WorldPrematurityDay/app/470151973005284/ 

 
� A comprehensive Social Media Toolkit includes global, regional, and country-level 

messages for social media advocacy along with audience-specific messages. Please 
contact Kieran O’ O'Dowd at KODowd@marchofdimes.org to add your materials to the 
toolkit. The social media toolkit is available at: 
www.facebook.com/WorldPrematurityDay/app/201742856511228/ 

 
� Photos, photocards and videos will also be shared through social media. If your 

organization is going to be developing visual products for World Prematurity Day and you 
would like to add them to the online media toolkit, please contact Kieran O’Dowd at 
KODowd@marchofdimes.org.  If you would like to post to the WPD facebook page, please 
add your request to the Google Doc. 

 

b. Resources and more information 
� Global Strategy for Women’s, Children’s and Adolescents’ Health 

http://globalstrategy.everywomaneverychild.org 

� WHO recommendations on interventions to improve preterm birth outcomes 

www.who.int/reproductivehealth/topics/maternal_perinatal/preterm-birth-guidelines/en 

� BMC Every Woman Every Newborn Supplement: www.everynewborn.org/launch-of-the-

every-woman-every-newborn-supplement  

� Helping Babies Survive: Threatened Preterm Birth Training Module – 

www.mcsprogram.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Grenier-1.pdf 

� Status of preterm and low birth weight demographics, risk factors and health system 

responsiveness in USAID’s 23 Priority Countries: www.everypreemie.org/country-

profiles/ 

 

� Continuum of Care for the Prevention of Preterm Birth, Management of Preterm Labor and 

Delivery, and Care of the Preterm and Small Newborn: www.everypreemie.org/resources/ 

� Midwife-led continuity models versus other models of care for childbearing women. 

Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2015, Issue 9 

www.cochrane.org/CD004667/PREG_midwife-led-continuity-models-versus-other-models-

care-childbearing-women  

� Every Newborn Progress Report 2015 www.everynewborn.org/enap-country-progress-

tracking-tool-released/  

� The Lancet Midwifery series: www.thelancet.com/series/midwifery  

� The Lancet Every Newborn series: www.lancet.com/series/everynewborn  



 

� The Lancet article on leading causes of death of children under 5 in 2014 (updated 

estimates in press): www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(14)61698-

6/abstract 

 

� LINC: www.healthynewbornnetwork.org/blog/powerful-cross-sector-push-global-action-

prevent-preterm-birth 

 

c. Press materials 
Access a press kit summarizing all available print, TV and online products (including PSAs 
running on CNN with Celine Dion and Thalia). 

 
d. Other materials: 

Fact sheets, PowerPoint slides, infographics, and customizable templates (posters, petitions, 
banners, badges) used for the previous World Prematurity Days are also available: 
www.pretermbirthreport.org 

� Login: borntoosoon 

� Password: preterm 

 
  



 

5. Ideas for Activities and Tracking for Results 
 

a. Tracking activities 
In 2015, more than 70 countries marked World Prematurity Day with a range of national and local 

events, including public art installations, parliamentary hearings, health professional meetings, and 

marches. If you are organizing an event, we would love to hear about it. Please complete the 

SurveyMonkey form or send your information to Nicole Thiele. 

 
b. Ideas for activities 

All partners 
� Light public buildings in purple to symbolize World Prematurity Day  
� Wear purple clothing and organize your communities to do the same in the workplace, at 

schools, at hospitals, etc…  
� Organize local events, promote media attention and drive social media efforts to recognize 

� World Prematurity Day 
� Organize press conferences and issue press releases and discussion items for national media 
� Organize social media campaigns 
� Host public talks, exhibitions of preemie “sock-lines” in market squares, stage a purple balloon 

or butterfly release, hold art contests for premature children, have parents of preterm children 
lead information sessions, create posters and lead public petitions (see templates here) 

� Take the Kangaroo Mother Care Challenge and post a picture using social media 
#KMCchallenge. Learn more about the challenge here 

 
Parent advocacy groups and NGOs 
� Organize events that generate media interest, such as massive gatherings of people born 

prematurely, leading public preterm sock or hat-knitting parties, or petitions for political action 
� Coordinate activities at hospitals—information sessions, purple week, posters, party for 

preterms, KMC challenge, and linking with other awareness campaigns happening such as 
breastfeeding campaigns, etc. 

� Month-long activities, media tour, social media outreach for the month of November, 
communicating with health professional groups for messaging and meeting associations in 
parliament, and petitions to government 

� Organize local media support for pro bono distribution of videos such as A little, but important, 
issue  

� Mount a photo exhibition  
� Hold public concerts 
� Organize local celebrities to release statements about prematurity to the media 
� Conduct information sessions at health centers or hospitals by parents of preterm children 
 
Health professionals, associations and academic and research training institutes 
� Organize workshops and seminars to discuss key issues preventing and caring for preterm 

birth 
� Collaborate with government officials to organize professional events and hearings on preterm 

birth and newborn survival 
� Draft statement of action and support and distribute to all national societies and alliances 
� Work with staff at hospitals and health facilities to organize a “Week of Purple,” holding 

education and 
� information sessions, or organizing celebration events for preterm infants 
 
Governments 
� Make or renew a commitment of action on preterm birth and newborn survival as part of your 

commitment to the Global Strategy for Women’s, Children’s and Adolescents’ Health through 
the Every Woman Every Child platform: www.everywomaneverychild.org/commitments 

� Learn more about the Every Newborn effort and global action plan: www.everynewborn.org 
� Host workshops and events to discuss preterm birth and newborn health together with all 

partners including UN, donors, health professional associations and civil society 

  



 

6. Country and global preterm birth estimates 

 
Country-level estimates for the number of preterm births and the number of deaths related to preterm 

birth complications have been updated for the year 2015 and are provided in the table and excel icon 

below. For the deaths, these estimates have been published in a new study published in The Lancet 

medical journal on November 11, 2016
1
 and are also available for download on the World Health 

Organization’s Global Health Observatory here. The estimates for the number of preterm births in 

2015 have been calculated using the preterm birth rates published in 2012
2
 and the live births 

estimated in 2015.
1
  The World Health Organization are currently working on generating new 

estimates on the burden of preterm birth globally to be published next year (see protocol). 

 

The Healthy Newborn Networks’ Newborn Numbers page provides a full list of maternal and newborn 

health indicators. You can use these estimates in your press release or infographics to raise 

awareness about the burden of preterm birth in your country.  

 

Updated country 
data for World Prematurity Day 2016 - embargoed until 16.11.2016.xlsx

 
 

** Please note a media embargo is in place for using these estimates until November 16
th
 23:59** 

 

Countries and territories 
Number of babies born 

preterm  
(<37 weeks) 

Number of under-5 deaths 
due to direct preterm birth 

complications  
(0-59 months) 

Afghanistan                           117,400                              13,700  

Albania                              4,100                                  130  

Algeria                             70,500                               5,320  

Andorra    <5  

Angola                           136,500                              21,200  

Antigua and Barbuda                                   90   <5  

Argentina                             60,900                               2,440  

Armenia                              4,500                                  140  

Australia                             22,700                                  230  

Austria                              9,000                                    70  

Azerbaijan                             19,900                               1,750  

Bahamas                                 550                                    20  

Bahrain                              3,000                                    30  

Bangladesh                           446,900                              23,600  

Barbados                                 300                                     8  

Belarus                              5,200                                  120  

Belgium                             10,000                                    80  

Belize                                 880                                    24  

Benin                             39,900                               4,780  

Bhutan                              1,300                                    90  

Bolivia (Plurinational State of)                             22,100                               1,760  

Bosnia and Herzegovina                              2,500                                    50  

Botswana                              8,700                                  540  

Brazil                           295,700                               9,900  

Brunei Darussalam                                 930                                    14  



 

Countries and territories 
Number of babies born 

preterm  
(<37 weeks) 

Number of under-5 deaths 
due to direct preterm birth 

complications  
(0-59 months) 

Bulgaria                              4,500                                  160  

Burkina Faso                             74,900                               6,780  

Burundi                             52,800                               4,760  

Cabo Verde                               1,200                                    60  

Cambodia                              37,500                               1,680  

Cameroon                            103,300                               7,390  

Canada                              28,800                                  490  

Central African Republic                              20,700                               2,280  

Chad                             79,300                               8,370  

Chile                             16,600                                  500  

China                        1,206,200                              33,200*  

Colombia                             65,800                               2,500  

Comoros                              4,400                                  370  

Congo                             27,400                               1,130  

Cook Islands    <5  

Costa Rica                              9,300                                  180  

Côte d'Ivoire                           116,400                              11,000  

Croatia                              2,100                                    26  

Cuba                              7,500                                  110  

Cyprus                              1,900                                     9  

Czech Republic                              6,800                                    90  

Democratic People's Republic of Korea                             40,500                               2,030  

Democratic Republic of the Congo                           372,200                              38,200  

Denmark                              3,500                                    70  

Djibouti                              2,600                                  280  

Dominica                                 130   <5  

Dominican Republic                             23,400                               1,810  

Ecuador                             16,600                               1,510  

Egypt                           203,700                              15,800  

El Salvador                             13,400                                  360  

Equatorial Guinea                              4,700                                  350  

Eritrea                             20,300                                  820  

Estonia                                 700   <5  

Ethiopia                           318,200                              23,100  

Fiji                              1,700                                    70  

Finland                              3,200                                    27  

France                             52,600                                  600  

Gabon                              8,400                                  450  

Gambia                             11,500                                  830  

Georgia                              5,000                                  180  

Germany                             63,800                                  710  

Ghana                           130,100                               8,260  

Greece                              7,000                                  170  

Grenada                                 210                                     5  

Guatemala                             34,200                               1,800  

Guinea                             63,600                               4,250  



 

Countries and territories 
Number of babies born 

preterm  
(<37 weeks) 

Number of under-5 deaths 
due to direct preterm birth 

complications  
(0-59 months) 

Guinea-Bissau                              7,300                                  760  

Guyana                              2,300                                  130  

Haiti                             36,300                               2,350  

Holy See     

Honduras                             19,700                                  650  

Hungary                              7,500                                  200  

Iceland                                 280   <5  

India                        3,254,300                            329,900  

Indonesia                           846,400                              27,800  

Iran (Islamic Republic of)                           174,400                               4,710  

Iraq                             79,900                               8,370  

Ireland                              4,300                                    60  

Israel                             14,100                                  150  

Italy                             30,900                                  440  

Jamaica                              4,100                                  180  

Japan                             61,700                                  240  

Jordan                             29,700                               1,040  

Kazakhstan                             34,600                                  960  

Kenya                           186,900                               9,670  

Kiribati                                 270                                    24  

Kuwait                              7,400                                  170  

Kyrgyzstan                             18,000                                  650  

Lao People's Democratic Republic                             18,700                               1,600  

Latvia                                 840                                    19  

Lebanon                              8,100                                  230  

Lesotho                              7,400                                  810  

Liberia                             21,000                               1,210  

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya                             10,300                                  360  

Liechtenstein     

Lithuania                              1,800                                    27  

Luxembourg                                 540   <5  

Madagascar                           116,800                               5,140  

Malawi                           113,700                               5,270  

Malaysia                             67,800                                  910  

Maldives                                 620                                    16  

Mali                             84,000                               9,170  

Malta                                 240                                     6  

Marshall Islands                                 160                                     9  

Mauritania                             20,300                               2,150  

Mauritius                              1,800                                    50  

Mexico                           174,000                               6,290  

Micronesia (Federated States of)                                 260                                    17  

Monaco    <5  

Mongolia                              9,600                                  280  

Montenegro                                 630                                    10  

Morocco                             48,100                               4,590  



 

Countries and territories 
Number of babies born 

preterm  
(<37 weeks) 

Number of under-5 deaths 
due to direct preterm birth 

complications  
(0-59 months) 

Mozambique                           174,400                              10,100  

Myanmar                           113,900                               9,150  

Namibia                             10,800                                  530  

Nauru    <5  

Nepal                             77,500                               3,980  

Netherlands                             14,400                                  160  

New Zealand                              4,500                                    90  

Nicaragua                             11,100                                  470  

Niger                             89,600                               9,380  

Nigeria                           855,200                              87,600  

Niue    <5  

Norway                              3,600                                    30  

Oman                             11,600                                  210  

Pakistan                           848,700                            101,600  

Palau    <5  

Panama                              6,100                                  240  

Papua New Guinea                             13,700                               1,790  

Paraguay                             10,500                                  650  

Peru                             45,700                               2,050  

Philippines                           349,600                              11,000  

Poland                             24,300                                  650  

Portugal                              6,400                                    60  

Qatar                              3,000                                    60  

Republic of Korea                             42,100                                  510  

Republic of Moldova                              5,100                                  130  

Romania                             12,100                                  450  

Russian Federation                           136,500                               4,480  

Rwanda                             32,100                               2,070  

Saint Kitts and Nevis    <5  

Saint Lucia                                 310                                    13  

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines                                 190                                    11  

Samoa                                 250                                    19  

San Marino    <5  

Sao Tome and Principe                                 660                                    40  

Saudi Arabia                             37,000                               2,330  

Senegal                             56,400                               3,870  

Serbia                              6,200                                  260  

Seychelles                                 190                                     5  

Sierra Leone                             21,800                               2,840  

Singapore                              6,200                                    24  

Slovakia                              3,400                                  130  

Slovenia                              1,600                                    22  

Solomon Islands                              2,100                                    70  

Somalia                             53,300                               4,960  

South Africa                             81,100                               5,120  

South Sudan                             57,200                               4,600  



 

Countries and territories 
Number of babies born 

preterm  
(<37 weeks) 

Number of under-5 deaths 
due to direct preterm birth 

complications  
(0-59 months) 

Spain                             27,600                                  370  

Sri Lanka                             33,400                                  670  

State of Palestine     

Sudan                           170,600                              12,200  

Suriname                                 860                                    50  

Swaziland                              5,100                                  250  

Sweden                              6,700                                    60  

Switzerland                              6,400                                  100  

Syrian Arab Republic                             46,000                               1,130  

Tajikistan                             28,700                               1,890  

Thailand                             88,900                               2,220  

The former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia                              1,700                                    60  

Timor-Leste                              6,300                                  290  

Togo                             33,300                               2,250  

Tonga                                 190                                     8  

Trinidad and Tobago                              1,500                                    90  

Tunisia                             18,700                                  750  

Turkey                           168,200                               4,950  

Turkmenistan                             11,200                               1,040  

Tuvalu    <5  

Uganda                           215,800                               9,830  

Ukraine                             28,300                               1,070  

United Arab Emirates                                   180  

United Kingdom                             59,400                               1,160  

United Republic of Tanzania                           234,800                              11,500  

United States                           457,900                               6,690  

Uruguay                              4,900                                    90  

Uzbekistan                             58,100                               5,260  

Vanuatu                                 870                                    34  

Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)                             48,800                               2,200  

Viet Nam                           148,300                               7,930  

Yemen                           108,700                               6,350  

Zambia                             79,800                               4,220  

Zimbabwe                             90,400                               5,450  

      

World 15,504,500 1,055,200 

Sources: Preterm birth rates from 2010 are applied to live births in 2015; deaths from preterm birth 

complications by the WHO and Maternal and Child Epidemiology Estimation Group (MCEE) 2015 available for 

download here; *WHO GHO estimate used and not consistent with Liu et al 2016. Numbers have been 

rounded. 
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