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Every Woman Every Child 

Summary of UNGA Week Events 

September – 2012  

Overview 

During the week of September 24-28, over150 world leaders gathered in New York City for the 67th Session 

of the United Nations General Assembly. An unprecedented number of health-related formal and side events 

during the week led credence to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s remark at the Every Woman Every 

Child progress dinner, held on September 25, 2012, that "Momentum is building. New partners are joining. 

Our movement is growing" These events capped off an intense year of key advocacy moments and events in 

support of Every Woman Every Child, including: 

 the launch of the recommendations of the UN Commission on Life-Saving Commodities for Women 

and Children, chaired by President Goodluck Jonathan of Nigeria and Prime Minister Jens Stolten-

berg of Norway, with support from vice-chairs, the Executive Directors of UNICEF and UNFPA;  

 30 new and expanded commitments proposing actions towards the prevention and care of preterm 

birth were announced in May at the launch of the Born Too Soon report on preterm birth; 

 at the June 2012 Child Survival Call to Action convened by the Governments of Ethiopia, India and 

the United Sates – together with UNICEF  – 114 governments, 174 civil society organizations and 

more than 250 leaders from faith based groups have signed A Promise Renewed as part of the newly 

launched global effort to save children’s lives; and  

 at the London Family Planning Summit in July, more than 150 partners announced commitments to 

ensure that an additional 120 million women and girls can access voluntary family planning by 2020. 

More than 20 developing countries made bold commitments to address the policy, financing and de-

livery barriers to women accessing contraceptive information, services and supplies. Donors made 

new financial commitments to support these plans amounting to $2.6 billion – exceeding the Sum-

mit’s financial goal.  

 

As of September 2012, an impressive list of more than 250 organizations from a wide range of sectors made 

commitments in support of Every Woman Every Child. Together, these partners are taking a major step to-

wards filling the gap between the investment needed and what is currently provided for women's and chil-

dren's health 

 

During the week, events, in  particular those that relate to women’s and children’s health and  Every Woman 

Every Child garnered strong media attention, with over 50 articles published in a wide range of publications 

including The Guardian (Nigeria), The Nation (Thailand), La Reforma (Mexico), The Wall Street Journal 

(United States), Yahoo!News, AllAfrica, DevEx, the Huffington Post, The message of these events was also 

shared widely on social media; on September 25
th
 alone the Every Woman Every Child hashtag #EWECPro-

gress, garnered 1,500 tweets by 860 contributors, reaching over 2.6 million accounts on Twitter over a period 

of 16 hours, including the dinner. Please find below a brief summary of the women’s and children’s health 

related events. More information is available at the Every Woman Every Child website. 

 

September 23:  PMCH Brunch “Keeping Promises, Measure Results: How Are We Measuring Up”  

The breakfast, hosted by PMNCH, the Countdown to 2015, The Lancet and the iERG, marked the launch of 

the 2012 PMNCH Report as well as a new Lancet/Countdown series on maternal and child health and the 

iERG report. The PMNCH report reviews progress on commitments made by 220 stakeholders to advance the 

Global Strategy. The report found that the Global Strategy has been a catalyst for more focused and coordi-

nated efforts for women’s and children’s health, and has helped disburse at least 10 billion in two years. 

However, the report identifies severe financial and human resource constraints that may hinder progress and  

http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/story/2012/09/23/un-general-assembly-begins.html
http://www.guardiannewsngr.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=99940:osotimehin-every-woman-every-child&catid=38:columnists&Itemid=615
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/national/Thailand-is-eager-to-cooperate-with-UN-on-project--30191151.html
http://www.womendeliver.org/assets/EWEC_-_Op-Ed_Publication_by_Julio_Frenk_in_Reforma_%282012-09-25%29.pdf
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2012/09/26/talking-issues-traffic-and-sore-feet-with-general-assembly-attendees/
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2012/09/26/talking-issues-traffic-and-sore-feet-with-general-assembly-attendees/
http://finance.yahoo.com/news/unprecedented-global-health-movement-yields-121900148.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201209270156.html
http://www.devex.com/en/news/3-challenges-to-reducing-maternal-newborn-and/79320?source=ArticleHomepage_MostPopularNews_5
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/kathy-bushkin-calvin/meeting-the-challenge-to-_b_1936947.html
http://www.everywomaneverychild.org/
http://www.who.int/pmnch/topics/part_publications/2012_pmnch_report/en/index.html
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recommends the targeting of countries with the greatest need and the use of interventions addressing the main 

causes of maternal and child deaths. 

Read the event sum-

mary:http://www.who.int/pmnch/media/news/2012/201209_unga_health_events/en/index2.html 

Download the PMNCH report: 

http://www.who.int/pmnch/topics/part_publications/2012_pmnch_report/en/index.html 

 

September 24: H4+ Breakfast  
A high-level Health 4+ meeting on women’s and children’s health was held at UNICEF’s New York head-

quarters. UNICEF along with the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), the United 

Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women), the United Nations 

Population Fund (UNFPA), the World Bank and the World Health Organization (WHO) comprise the partner-

ship known as Health 4+ (H4+). The meeting served to 1) highlight progress made and challenges to over-

come by countries in order to meet their commitments to advance the Global Strategy; 2) showcase selected 

UN H4+ partnerships that have enhanced country actions; 3) advocate for accelerated action; and 4) outline 

key priorities for the H4+ and other stakeholders. Participants at the event included a wide variety of stake-

holders, including development partners, country representatives (notably the First Ladies of Zimbabwe, and 

South Africa), civil society, faith-based organizations, academia MDG advocates, philanthropists and UN 

agencies. Read the event summary: http://www.unicef.org/health/index_65934.html 

 

September 25: “Maternal Health Innovations” Breakfast  

Hosted by Merck for Mothers, Family Care International (FCI) & Women Deliver, this breakfast provided a 

forum to discuss how local providers and health businesses can strengthen maternal healthcare in high-burden 

countries and help bring down alarming rates of maternal mortality. The panel was moderated by Bloomberg 

Businessweek’s Diane Brady and featured panelists such as Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, Nigeria’s Minister of 

Finance; Flavia Bustreo, Karl Hofmann, President and CEO of Population Services International, and Sweta 

Mangal, Co-Founder and CEO of Ziqitza Heatlh Care Limited. 

 

September 25: Fashion 4 Development First Ladies’ Lunch 

The luncheon gathered top fashion designers as well as first ladies and leaders from over 18 countries includ-

ing Norway and Nigeria. Fashion 4 Development aims to harness the power of fashion to help build sustaina-

ble communities globally. Learn more at http://fashion-4-development.com  

 

September 25: Every Woman Every Child Private Sector Luncheon The second annual Every Woman 

Every Child private sector luncheon was co-hosted by the Innovation Working Group, the MDG Health Alli-

ance, PMNCH, and the UN Foundation. The luncheon focused on maximizing private sector involvement in 

women’s and children’s health and allowed for nearly 100 leaders from the business, philanthropic and NGO 

communities to deepen ongoing private sector dialogue on innovation through partnerships and sustainable 

business models. It also provided an opportunity to announce new and enhanced commitments, including the 

next round of catalytic grants made by the mHealth Alliance and launches of the Innovation Working Group 

report (LINK)View photos from the event: http://insiderimages.photoshelter.com/gallery/09-25-2012-UNF-

Every-Woman-Every-Child-Private-Sector-Luncheon/G0000zXClivYN6wc 

September 25: Every Woman Every Child Progress Dinner  

Since its launch in September 2010,  Every Woman Every Child, led by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, 

has helped catalyze new attention and investment to some of the most neglected causes of women’s and 

children’s mortality. At a special dinner hosted by the UN Secretary-General, with support from the 

Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health, the UN Foundation, the MDG Health Alliance, and the 

Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria, world leaders announced new commitments to spur 

even greater progress for women's and children's health. The dinner was attended by more than 400 high-level 

participants, including leaders from government, civil society, NGOs and the private sector. 

http://www.who.int/pmnch/media/news/2012/201209_unga_health_events/en/index2.html
http://www.who.int/pmnch/topics/part_publications/2012_pmnch_report/en/index.html
http://www.everywomaneverychild.org/resources/h4
http://www.unicef.org/health/index_65934.html
http://fashion-4-development.com/
http://www.mhealthalliance.org/news/press-releases/43-innovation-working-group-and-mhealth-alliance-announce-2012-grant-winners
http://insiderimages.photoshelter.com/gallery/09-25-2012-UNF-Every-Woman-Every-Child-Private-Sector-Luncheon/G0000zXClivYN6wc
http://insiderimages.photoshelter.com/gallery/09-25-2012-UNF-Every-Woman-Every-Child-Private-Sector-Luncheon/G0000zXClivYN6wc
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Speakers included: 

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, UN Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Malaria, Ray Chambers, 

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia, Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra of Thailand, President Joyce 

Banda of Malawi, Minister of Finance, NgoziOkonjo-Iweala of Nigeria, World Bank President Jim Yong 

Kim, Retired NBA Basketball star Shaquille O’Neal, iERG Co-Chairs Richard Horton and Joy Pumamphi, 

WHO Director-General Margaret Chan,USAID Administrator Raj Shah, Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg of 

Norway, Secretary of State for International Development Justine Greening of the United Kingdom, General 

Manager of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria Gabriel Jaramillo, Deputy Secretary-General of 

the United Nations Jan Eliasson, President of The Rockefeller Foundation Judith Rodin, IKEA Foundation 

CEO Per Heggenes, March of Dimes President Jennifer Howse, Minister for International Development 

Cooperation Gunilla Carlsson of Sweden, Infosys Board Member Ashok Vemuri, World Association of Girl 

Guides and Girl Scouts Board Member Jill Zelmanovits, Co-Founder of the Global Poverty Project Hugh 

Evans , and model Erin Heatherton.  

Announcements included an additional US$52 million for women’s and children’s health in Africa from the 

Government of Sweden, as well as a pledge from World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim to establish a 

special funding mechanism to enable donors to scale up their funding to meet the urgent needs related to 

MDGs 4 and 5, leveraging the International Development Association (IDA), the Bank’s fund for the poorest. 

Commitments were also made by private sector actors Infosys and the Ikea Foundation to help end diarrheal-

related child-deaths in India, and civil society commitments by diverse organizations such as the World 

Association of Girls Scouts and Girl Guides and World Religions for Peace. View the event page with a press 

release, photos, remarks, messages, and more:  http://everywomaneverychild.org/component/content/article/1-

about/411-every-woman-every-child-dinner-september-25-2012 

 

September 26: UN Commodities Commission report launch; Delivery of first report of the independent 

Expert Review Group (iERG); Announcement on new contraceptives partnership  

On September 26, a new plan and set of recommendations to improve the supply and access of life-saving 

health supplies was submitted to the UN Secretary-General by the members of the UN Commission on Life-

Saving Commodities for Women and Children. Some of the recommended steps outlined in the report include 

bulk buying, local manufacturing and innovative marketing to help transform supply, demand and use of 

quality life-saving products. The Commission examined 13 medicines and health supplies, focusing on 50 

countries with high death rates among women and children due to preventable causes. During the Commis-

sioner’s meeting at the UN, President Goodluck Jonathan, Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg, were joined by 

former President Bill Clinton, UK Secretary of State for International Development Justine Greening, USAID 

Administrator Rajiv Shah, and Bayer Senior Vice President & Head of Women's Healthcare Scott Sherriff to 

announce a new partnership that will help avoid almost 30 million unwanted pregnancies and save $250 

million in health costs, in coordination with the Commission. The first report of the iERG was also officially 

launched at this event. While the report celebrates progress on maternal and child mortality in the last decade, 

it stresses that it is insufficient to meet MDGs 4 and 5 by most countries by 201, as both donor and country 

financial contributions to health are declining and support by partners in this movement to countries with the 

highest burden is uneven. 

September 26: Nutrition-focused Events including the Second Annual High-level Meeting on Scaling 

Up Nutrition and the launch of the Nutrition Barometer 

At the Second Annual High-level Meeting on Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN), UN Secretary-General Mr. Ban 

Ki-moon, the Minister for International Development from the Government of Canada, Mr. Julian Fantino, 

and the Chair of the SUN Lead Group, Dr. Anthony Lake, were joined by political, business, scientific and 

civil society leaders in New York. They welcomed new member-countries that have joined the Movement in 

the last year, reviewed progress made throughout the SUN Movement since 2011, and discussed commit-

http://everywomaneverychild.org/component/content/article/1-about/411-every-woman-every-child-dinner-september-25-2012
http://everywomaneverychild.org/component/content/article/1-about/411-every-woman-every-child-dinner-september-25-2012
http://everywomaneverychild.org/images/UN_Commission_Report_September_2012_Final.pdf
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5jk8-OHoFAbNnK4Tu9-b_CRHFiV2w?docId=caa4f84b92434ba695f66468a8f2c8a0
http://everywomaneverychild.org/resources/un-commission-on-life-saving-commodities
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ments to greater investments in nutrition.  View the full event webcast: http://webtv.un.org/watch/high-level-

meeting-on-scaling-up-nutrition/1864934459001/ 

World Vision and Save the Children also launched their Nutrition Barometer, which provides a snapshot of 

national governments’ commitments to addressing children’s nutrition, and the progress they have made.  It 

looks at 36 developing countries with the highest levels of child undernutrition. View the event summary: 

http://www.wvi.org/wvi/wviweb.nsf/updates/7E7598680221E36388257A85006BF566?opendocument 

September 26 “Our Commitment to the Next Generation: The Legacy of a Polio Free World” 

Heads of state from Afghanistan, Nigeria and Pakistan stood alongside donor government officials and new 

donors from the public and private sector to outline what is needed to stamp out polio forever. This includes 

long-term commitment of resources, applying innovative best practices and continued leadership and ac-

countability at all levels of government in endemic countries. Opening remarks were provided by the Secre-

tary-General and it was moderated by Tim Wirth, President of the UN Foundation. Many new commitments 

were announced, including:  Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard reinforcing Australia’s commitment and 

The Islamic Development Bank announcing a three-year $227 million financing package to Pakistan and a $3 

million grant for polio eradication activities in Afghanistan. 

http://webtv.un.org/watch/high-level-meeting-on-scaling-up-nutrition/1864934459001/
http://webtv.un.org/watch/high-level-meeting-on-scaling-up-nutrition/1864934459001/
https://wviouat1.wvi.org/wvi/wviweb.nsf/8ACB216444EC63D3882579680069B44D/$file/Nutrition%20Barometer.pdf
http://www.wvi.org/wvi/wviweb.nsf/updates/7E7598680221E36388257A85006BF566?opendocument

