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UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, launched the Global Strategy for Women’s and 

Children’s Health and Every Woman Every Child initiative in 2010 with the aim of advancing 

progress on the slowest moving MDGs, those on women’s and children’s health, in order to save 

and improve the health and lives of 16 million women and girls. Since its launch, Every Woman 

Every Child has catalysed unprecedented progress in reducing maternal and child mortality 

worldwide. It is has done so through a pioneering model of multi-stakeholder partnership 

involving governments, civil society, the private sector, philanthropists and international 

organizations. To date, over 400 partners have made commitments under Every Woman Every 

Child. 

 

With the deadline to achieve the MDGs fast approaching and the post-2015 era soon 

upon us, it is imperative to accelerate this momentum and keep women and children’s health 

high on the political agenda. 2014 has already witnessed renewed energy for accelerated 

progress on women’s and children’s health, as evidenced by the Saving Every Woman Every 

Child Summit in Toronto, Acting on the Call meeting in Washington, and the Third Partnership 

for Maternal, Newborn & Child Health (PMNCH) Partners’ Forum in Johannesburg.  

 

The Secretary-General will build on this forward movement by hosting a high-level 

Every Woman Every Child event at the 69
th

 Session of the UN General Assembly. The event 

will seek to set the agenda for the final year of the MDGs and build a strong coalition of global 

partners to demonstrate a strong and continued commitment to ensure progress on women’s and 

children’s health is scaled-up in the post-2015 development era. The health and well-being of 

women and children, including adolescents, will be the key indicator of success for the 

Sustainable Development Goals. The world is faced with an unprecedented opportunity of a 

grand convergence in health leading to the elimination of preventable infectious, child, and 

maternal deaths within our generation. Our collective actions now can make this a reality. 

 

The event will be hosted by the UN Secretary-General and have three key themes: 

 

 Sustaining and building on the political commitment of Heads of State and 

Government for women’s and children’s health: Canada’s recent pledge of $3.5 billion 

for the 2015-2020 period is the first of many commitments expected on global health. This 

event will provide a visible platform for partners to make announcements on new financial 

commitments for reproductive, maternal, newborn and child health, and through different 

and innovative financing models fit for the post-2015 era. The event will also serve to 



remind of the importance to financially back promises made and to ensure that new money is 

channelled to priority areas effectively and efficiently.  

 

 Solidifying support for the operational models behind Every Woman Every Child: The 

underlying multi-stakeholder partnership model that Every Woman Every Child pioneered 

will be highlighted along with the efforts of the H4+ and the growing importance of South-

South collaboration and public-private partnerships for health. As Member States begin to 

focus their discussion on means of implementation for the Post-2015 agenda, Every Woman 

Every Child offers valuable lessons learned and experience that can be utilized across 

development goals. The Every Woman Every Child platform also offers important 

experience on addressing the social determinants of women’s and children’s health, which 

will become increasingly important as countries tackle the unfinished business of health 

MDGs beyond 2015. Collaboration across sectors will be critical in the post-2015 era.  

 

 Accountability for resources and results: Accountability for resources and results has been 

a cornerstone of the Every Women Every Child movement. Through the Commission on 

Information and Accountability for Women’s and Children’s Health and the independent 

Expert Review Group (iERG) and tracking of commitments, Every Woman Every Child has 

created an accountability mechanism that has been hailed as a unique and long-missing piece 

of the architecture needed to ensure that commitments are kept and results are measured. The 

event will offer the opportunity to showcase accountability breakthroughs including on data 

and measurement, national frameworks and scorecards for accountability, and coordination 

among development assistance partners. Highlights of the iERG 2014 report and the findings 

of an independent review of these accountability mechanisms will also be shared. 

 

Participation is expected at the highest levels including by Heads of State and Government, 

business CEOs, philanthropists, civil society leaders, as well as heads of UN agencies, funds and 

programmes and other international organizations. Partners in-country will be able to participate 

in the meeting through video-conferencing. The event will also utilize global online outreach to 

draw in viewers worldwide.  

 


